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HFERMAL WAVE RISING UP

| farests convulse, and the

_._Gmss and shruhs sizzle and pop, emitting

| huth:tmftwenhe water to owr four rafts.

dovm 1 Haﬂg:ahf River insouthswestern Madagascar,

_ s and mﬁdimg into the distance, subsistence farmers
"‘ﬂalmg and burning. [¥'s a practice that clears the forests and fields

_fmn:l fertilizes the soil. The raging fires offet these farmers hape, Bur they're
‘devastating tothe region’s biodiversity. Stll, there is beaury in this inferna:

- orange tongues of flame thar leap up woward parches of bright blue sky;

o Mlocks of ducks thar streak across the towering gray plumes u&smnkﬂ i
W e believe how many panph are living on these riverbanks now,” says

Clary Lemmer, the American guide leading our expedition. “It's n:hangr:d
since we were here a few years ago. We harely saw anyone thar rip.
The hear pulsaring from the fields and the billowing smoke usher us into
the middle of the river, and we drift downsiream, silent. I'd already learned
that the fastest course on this siver is nota 5'rr*tht lime is:nd ik
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Saetting ol lor another day on the Mangoky Riser. During the expedition the beam usaally pedidled from 9w te 3 Fu, slopping Tor lunch and hiles along the way,

There are jouriseys we make to e for ousselves
places thar we akesly know From books, pelevision,
amil Tq;:pul.]'r mravel mg.lrh-:ll-:lgg,-. ratei ng diown she
{irand € '_1.11:.l|:4.1. H.l:int:'.l'n'\-:lm_'.l:h thie St of France,
srekking ro Machu Picchu, And then thens are mips
w take wo discover a pealicy char we kv leeks or
noching absaos, where crearures char koak like some-

hnng gt i |-rn:]1|:q.-|m ]n..||-| fevem branch 2 hranch,
where gEnt jufping rits houd phr1m|~l—-al-~ ainid
where s discover that there is Indeed somewhere
kefr in the workd thas i smanger than we can imagime.

Madagrscar heoke off from: the continental mass
called Gondwanaland about 2 hundred million
vedrs age, creating urusual condivons thar suppon
k-ginm: o enddemic faung 3nd florm |'|1|n||'r_gi'-.1'-. call
the island “Africa’s CGralipages”), including 53 kinds
af bemurs. Classed as prosimians, lemurs occugy a
heanch of the same cvolutonary eeee as hoth mon-
'Iu:l,-:.'n anid humnans. Temurs ence raamed the encire
earth, huar as monkeys evalved, lemurs died ous
everywhene, save Madagascar,

Seeking the maly exoric. 14 been vo the istand
crnoe before. Ol |:'|1.1'r'rriF|.F| Andashe Manradia Ma-
ticmal Park, [ warched brawn emurs check ravelers
ourt with studied nonchalasce and heard the eerie

ToM EevREY 15 e author .1_|I"f'h|.: Last Wlen Chur,
thir true Borp of lifer im 2 Broolhn firchore.
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bumanlike call of che e, & ee-dwelling lemur
Though these armals ramed o soross an expanss
o pravecied land 1|'||,:!.l seemed habinaased, almos:
tame. Tum up at the |'|.-|:rk. hire a H,uilJn'_'. viihi, indri.
I+ was ai airboushed versson of Madagascar, [ didi
haave che s of money back then s venmme oue o
segrch for wild kermuwrs incheir narumal st thar was
what drew me back npw.

Less tha 1o LTt of ?-'[idﬂghﬂr'h natiaral for-
gat femnadns, accoeding o Copservaton Insematonal
aned 1’5 being cur aned bamed down ar a race of 1 per

MADAGASCAR

WHEN T0 GO badagascar has a tropical dimate. Avoid
the rainy season, fanuary to March Lemurs ae born in
Saphember and Dicicher.

FLIGHTS The easiest way to et to Madagasear s to fiy

thraugh Paris — &ir France [arfanoe.com) fies to Antananare
e times 2 week | froee 82 200 round-trip from Mew Yok Gy

TOUR THE PARKS For a comprebensive cverland trig
thart wisits all of Mad agascar’s top nabonal parks, take Corlex
Trawed's De-~dary bour {55, 4095; corfesusa com)

FLOAT THE MAMGOKY Pemate River Expeditions rons

differant rivers in Madagascar every year hot will affer 2 23-dry
trip similar to the author's in 2007 {£3.17, pat inciuding inter-

natianal fights: rematerivers.rom, depards May 9]

et a wir. Al 53 species of lemur are theebeed, bis
1 are emdangered. Sixeeen speoies have already
ecome gxringt, irdul,:ling ome the size of g gonill. [
Hiu_md up with Rimerie Riser E: wiiee, dm duchc-
ser thaat speciabzes in mps oo sehdom-explosad negions,
for ies eighe-din, 75-mile mp chowen e Mangoky, The
riverwinds chrowgh a frongier region kewmwm for irs in-
tact river homests, majessic hashahs, and casle nostlers.
Perple are maoving bere fss, as the fires on day five
demomseeated, and T didnt knowe whear Daeald sez in
this vanishing wildemess. Bur T was haping thas
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Malagasy legerd has & that the backsh hac boo moch pride =0 the pgods ceaded 1o pland it upside dosn (el bare-knockle baxirg near Arnbalsyencks.

rhoerving the desperae, delicare dance hemween man
ad nature would vield o grester understanding of
thie coumtyy — amnd an least a fesw swald lemaaes,

ST GETTING TU THE PUT-1N ON THE

Mangoky proved an expedition in itself

Ohars irnvabozs v bursh-pilane: Aigiis. e fies

w For Dawphin and the secand oo the aur-
et af Tialéar, follorwed by to davs ingacgs grind-
ing along dirt srails used mosthy by cantle herders
When cur Land Croisers finglle pall wp o the siver
in Beraraha, villagers gather anound and warch as we
(-l all oo sruf: homoes of S, comeaimeens of wa -
tex, self-bailing mflacehle rafs, GPS unis, and an
emergency satelle phone, Lesnmaee wells m: thar aur
pear for ||'|ﬁq-¢|g|1|: -.J.JE,I-. is maome tham thess villagers
b crenied im a libetime. There ane 12 mneeders in e
graup including three guides, including Gerard
Ravoajanabary (proncanced rab-fea-sa-ne-ah, so
wee'd call him Gerard |, one of Madagascar’s most re-
'.pu.wd nanuralists. We lash |.'l.-L"r|,"r|'|ir.u__;: tis crur Bkt
ing crafs and push off,

Immediaeely the birds of the ver come o life
Cirard sics in the hack of e boar, carchully sreeing
weatchiny for swelks thar mighe signal samdbanks and
sarmireg the troctogss for life, ™ That's 2 balagasy king-
fishes, Thar cormorant & drang s wings.” Then hun-
dreds of birds fiv naisily pwerhead. “White-faced
whistling duds,” Gerand incones. The gh-vear-akd
can identify ohscure birds from hundreds of vands
aweay, disoem the Bane calls of a lemar, and can esen
symiman kemus |,'.l.' mimicking 1 thesir calls. 1 fiz omby
iz o pamic so faewas when he relized we'ld fir-
giwten b0 pack sty the blindingly hot pepper sauce
thar Malagasy people sprinkl: Hherally over cverpthing
they car. Ludkdly, be found some homemade sakay in
4 :|1|_1.1'|.'|'!.I 1.'|||¥«'. saned h-.lu.l.l:]1r awasir hoethe filled wish
ai alarening amalgam of green, ped, and black hiss o
add 1o vur fooadstull, " Please, don't wach it with
yoar bare hands,” be warmed. “And wse very linle an
YIHIT Bepond oy T e i pret 'p:lin."

The river widens and the water becomis shal-
Rorweer, weith @ snsdbar slicivg dowis dhe middle. Lem-
it choses 2 side and hopes that welee opeed forthe
dletper passage. Skinmy, abour 5-fror=g, with o pomy-
vail Ferpypineg beiined his buead, be's he archetypal river

rat. He ssarved chasing whitewater all over Africa
and the Americas an 1, wandering the world and guid-
ing mrips everywhers from the Omao Riverin Echiopia
s the Bio Bioin Chile. Mew 5o, be has finally made
a bame m Madagascar, parthy becaase he's ang oo
cam peotscted ssams for the Mangoky River. Lem-
mer shifred his focus from finding the wildess whise-
water to searching for vers char present buman and
cukus] inspirasan, nos just sechnical pusdes, Yudoen-
aline cam omby eake vow o far.” ke rold me before we
LT CIUE O AT jATTESY, "F'1|11ring dowm rivers like che

oD YOUR PART

SAVE PARADISE

ome to 180,000 animal and 12,000 plant
H:pﬂcm.nmu'luhm are sndemiz,

Madagascar is consdened a living labormiory
af esplution by biologies. Corsider this: 48 peroent
af its land mammals, %2 parcent of its neptiles, &8
percem of s plamts, and 41 percent of is breeding
bird species exst nostere sise on earth.

Although the lemurs — at leost 53 diflerent species
poarm the sland — are the mast renowned, other wildile
is equally mriguing. About hal the word's « ameleons
Irve here. phes housands of d ferent kinds of nsects, in
cluding net-theowing spiers and comet moths the sae
ol sparmows. & the fop of the food chain gt losas, fodie
predators that et kemurs.

‘White rapid deforestabon threatens vanows
habitats, the sland’s president, Marc Revalomanana,
working with the Workd Wildile Fund. Conservation
Imterrational, and Exrthrwverich to brokes debt-lor-
nature swaes and sustana bie-toursm n ki rees,
bz vorwed o eapand the proteched lands fram 3 to 10
pescent by 2008. To learn how you can help, wisit

wir b i bfeorgAwikd placesfmad fprogects cfm,
oonserabonorgmadagascar, or earthwaichong.

Mangoky challenges your senses in greans ways.”

Sy thee pungle ad cliffs chose i aroand us, the
Pt soqueEzes o a fecky posge, and che warer fowes
Faszer and deeper. Tall wees hang ower che shore, Ir's
late abersaon, so Lemmer and Gerand seout for a
campaite. Lemmer diveces cur Botilla vo 2 wide ex-
praress o beach hacked by recks and jungle, A feckof
puinea Foowl basity flees e sared a5 we land. Gerard
takes upa paddle, swings it overhead, and dams it
domwtt itve the warter with a crash that echees off dse
cliffs, " Than 1 scare dway the orocs, ™ he says, cigarems
ﬂqngﬁng feven heis grirming mauche Mo we can o
swienming.” The river i shightly cooder than the airbue
wearmn entcagh e feel ke batlnwacer,

Alrer we pitch ourenes Stephen D pont, our phe-
rngr.;phcr, iniziates whar will become our claily ricual:

&nimal Eland (clockwiss from top lafE: a flying-tol
bat; A spidar; a Yerreau's sifaka; a chamalaon
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Thi tartile yat unstabls Hood-zone soils along the Mangoky atiract migrants from other parts of Madagascar (lait); photographer Staphen Dupoent (1eft] and the author.

a e M alegasy whiskey with a few squares of rich,
dark Malagisy chocedae, whach we savoras the blaz-
ing ed sun dips below the meemops, leaving the land
glewing pink for 2 few precicas minates, Bath our
guidis are skilled cooks, and over the week we'll ex-
perence Lemener's contineneal concoctiors ard Gee-
and's fiery M alagasy sandards. Afrer gorging on a
dinner of curried prawns 1 climb inmo my tent and
swiech on ey beadlemp, Suddenly there's a ras-rae-
sant-ea oy thee fly sheer: the sound of hundeeds of in-
secrs smashing inm the senn, seeking she lighe, and
maryhe the flesh, imsice.

The next morming Gerand spies a dey ssreambsed
an the side of the mver and saggess we hike apireo

ing. The e giel, Asaksak. has 1 small ng-tailed
lemur as a pet, and she and her maoeher Paalins have
come s oar camp o sell che lemur and the chicken
The keenur goes far 51z, they say, the chidoen $15: 5ig-
ruifi Cane amounes it 3 counery rife aith axtremi rural
povcrry, whers Bo percent of the popalaton s on
less than & dallar a day. The wung giel's B had
trapped a family of lemurs for focd, even cheagh it
techicalhy |II|:_.~,uL e “alled ehem, bumeiad cheir fur,
wasshed i cwt fvap. and cookood e juse Bl any other
miear,” Paulbing explains, bur chey spved this lemur,
then a bahy w0 tiey to eat. That was o the south,
b theeyre from, “We mawed bere heciuse its oo
dvy down ehepe,” she says. "W canit live,”

The young girl’s father had trapped a family of lemurs for food, even
though it’s technically illegal. They “killed them, burned their fur,
washed it, cut it up, and cooked it just like any other meat.”

find lerurs. Gians leady greem tress arch over the
stream, shading us from the bt rays of the sun, and
a shart way in he Sines 2 Chuse: e sear on che il
He misioie for us oo be quies. | can just basely make
o clicking sourd in the distance, " Broam ke,
Cierand confirms, We search forthem, smpping cvery
anee ina while o listen 1 their chamer, bue ic gers
faitter and faineer. Evertually ehere is anldy silence,
Disappoednted v hesd back vo the s and sex alf,
Lamer thas day we appeoach a wll mes & the tverbank,
hiy hlack fruic hanging bk every branch, All ac ooce
the fruit comes to life, Hundreds of sranslucent-
winged Mying o hats sceoech fom the wee, gncling
.;ndiu.-arrning tha 1L':.. W drifr right u]':-'.u-'rl'.: hacrehes:
erirmius, hairy beasss that make vou wane o kmges
your mammalian hersage.

BWESETTPCARMP THAT MNEGHT & SMINNLE=
aped woman and 2 yeuny gid gingerhy
appeodch ws. The woman carries a live
chicken upside doswn by s legs, The gil’s
arms are wrapped around myserious carge. When
they appevach the camplice 1 pet my firse lemur sghe-

132 MEN'S JOUEMAL DECEMEER 2005

“hemne Malagasy believs |‘l:]! beruiFs afe cuE an-
CESIOTS, S0 bar My ErouTs it's |'|.|r.|]'-1'n kil o ear
lemurs,” erand welk me. mmH_ﬂ':c "-.‘[:llu:.ml werrd forr
tabn, "Bt this woeman’s hushasd is I".|'l.ln‘n anealser
tribsz, 105 meo ey fore b, Aoy, shem soure stare-
ing Il end w ﬁ'n'gu:r FUAUr taboos.” s we row AWRY
Frven cur camprite Lemmer and Gerard are alammead at
thi: numbser of poople were sceing on the riserbanks.
Thiz queestiom &5, How lomg wall chis laind. pallery forest
berrckering 2 wild river, survive a5 moee peopk: migracs
oy the anea? As the river s oo widen we see 3 group
of birds prcking at 4 oeting cancasson the banbe Closer
wiz cam make our that i1 was once a crocodile, row
skeinmed by fisheermnen whio mroll che Manpoky. Ger-
and 2ol me chat che skin of @ oo can sell for si.

The width of the river has increased 5o the waser
Tl s very Do, Wene jueping cut of th boars, wad-
ing anil p1.|||in|_1 mire than pal.'ld]mg. T thez discance
we spot clouds of smadee and soon see dash-and-bum
trctics ups chose. This is where sy story began, a
charmed lairdscape that kaves our group imiabls thar
nighs areund the campfire. Mormally che howr before
thinrer & when EvETyLnE |.'|1.|iu1'|:.l urwinck, o n-:lni.g:hr

an argutmett erupes, Tempers fare as we discuss
whre it 45 that esven though these people kave been
farmnineg ik thifs for cenmuris, it seems thar vigh noo,
i this generation, this way of i is ripping apart che
comsysten Traditional shish-amd-burm agrioubure had
well-dehingd e and Hmdts (comadn arcas wees lelt
falknw for years), o as populacion density imcreases
i Madagascars population of 5 mallion & se o doo-
bl by 225, every inchoof land is being frmed. Lem-
mer thinks the foeeest along the hMangekoy has 1o wears;
Cierard is miore pessimisic: fve

E DuAG THE BAFTS ACROSS THE SHAL-
I e aneceheer wrhaode day and then
fined an ichThic place e camp. a sanely
beach ara bend in che reer, hackal
by apristing jungle seeming with binds. Finally 1 feel
faraway from the word, There's noone else camping
11|,'.;|.'r|_'|!.l anid rao serlemenrs sisible, Wihile 1 d‘-crp gar-
lic Bar a sauce, | see Ceerard’s artencion fiscus on a
diseant chumpaf trees. "] see sifika, Versuns sifaka,”
he anrounces, " Theyie a kind of lerwr, Look a2 chose
white spoes.”™ T peer ac the tiny dots in the distance,
and then U'maff an the chase, F.|T"FI'L|.I.TI1|.'III.'IH i soeep
sand s, thei a see-conered hill. But as [ sprins
ineg-the forest | pealize that this sigheing has come oo
lare. Thee san is dipping over the horizon.
Sullcing aberut this missed oppommunicy, §pled back
s the beach. Then [ hear somesliing. [ts dhe same
cosnivuncate dicking sound 1 heand thres days ago
when we chased the hrown lemurs, And chere they
are, filling a sl oree thac hangs over the cind: dozems
af broswn lesues. They're herres-size, but with the
mirves and deserive of monkeys, With mandc imen-
sity 1'|'||,:!.| ¢haze ome gnather froen branch o banch,
then jumip impessibly far o neighboring mees. Theic
clicks rise to a clamor as they sense my prcsence
helowe, They don't approach o seaee down ar me,
bz s hcjl.ah‘n.i-:ln"r rerre At ino the iu.ngk_ Asl ['rmd:r
thitir Connection o cur SRS Trd'um:u".l thi sam sem
hchirsd shee sree., All [ can see anea few pasches of black
springing from dark branches,
Woe're far fevm amy ui||,]g.:'\,. anel the river narmoes
again, and we ot forown dans | sl oo pape 5 |
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throuagh a fores decvesed with gianr bavkabs chas rise
up steeply e each bank. Gerand spoc a growp of
shree sifaka, motiomless, standiveg o from e foress
hecause of their bnghe swhive coars, Seon they're close
enough thar Toan see the dark rings around cheir
hright round eves. ™ They're divrnal,” CGerand nells w.
"Bt thizy don's mwrve: tzandy 35 much as brvan ks
hecause they hinee vo wst mostof thelr encegy |ust e
ear enauagh oo survive. They have m consame abow
o '[,HEI:I'.‘EI'!‘“F their h:u}y w-l'qh.l: each |t|:|r."

s we appeuach Ambiky, the sake-cut poine, the
mivee widers again, and [ st w see sipgrs of civihiza-
siom: hurs, villages, then 3 moad. On the final mem-
i'rg: &mefﬂghwmrdinmﬂwuﬂ:ﬂ'tmﬁﬁm
of us, 50 we hik sandbanks again and again. A bne fg-
urs appears behdnd ws o of the fog, a bare-chessd
fisherman wsing a pale o dig inea the river homom,
then |:'|1l'|w:il1g; his 1'-I1:|I pirl:gu:- forwrard wich all his
wiight, Crerard showts 4 greeting o him and be eells
s 1 follony, sigzagping expertly around sandbars
we can't see. Wi have GPS, fincly deriled maps. che
hest guicdes inthe counery, b ic's @ half-raked man
it privogue who bas ke this cver from biesh wha
finally gatdes s home,

AFTER 1D DATS TN THE WILI, ['WVE EARNED A CXHIPLE
of days in Madagascar's most famous bemur sanctu-

ary, the French-run preivate reserve of Berenty. 15 a
plmnth:kmﬁ:nﬂaqﬂmmdtmaﬂm-hm
elrive. W arrive lame ax might, aned the pese maomming [
awake o strange soatsds autside. [open my cabin
duor 1o a Faendly of Hg-radked lemurs playfully hop-
ping across the tin meef. Tdecide oo ke 3 jog along the
rrailk thar crissomes the neeree. ﬁ:'ﬁmﬂu}*ﬂrﬂg
quies, still waking up oo che daw, Then [ see 2 white
spoa ot of the comer of my eye, [heara squeak from
the bushes, and then Tsee whiole oess flled with perky
sifaka, 5I=.|:ir|; v at e Mext oo the sifaka s 3 e
full of heowts femurs. U ahesd some sing-taikeds are
cruasing the madl. Berenty is bursting with lemurs,

Some peaple chride Bereny as a ghmified zo0 (and
[ wegrried shat it weruld be o rrnnil:l.n'&d_l-, bt 1 kaave
4 new appeeciation for it aind ot parks and reserees,
Crur piver mp was the side shoe: Madagascar, wams
ard all. Whar [ sez before me now is anly the glam-
errinzs close-up, hut it's stll inspiring. Aned it’s sus-
sainalbe. Beretry isn't juss 2 sanctuary for keenurs, i’
also g working sisal facwey thar emplons hundveds of
peopk: in the area. The French-Malagasy family thas
muns the faceey and the sincuacy bave sowed o pro-
sect these lemurs, and o sry and ersure that bocal peo-
ple cam eake a living here,

Adfrer my run 1 sip a café au laivon the pario and
warch a family of Ang-wileds warming in the fsing
sun, scaring blankhy at me with paws on their thighs
as §f theyre medisaring before ancaber hard day o
rrapezing through the mesops. Then a rival gang of
rhgrﬁihii} EmErpe [rntl.i&&'imﬂ:h, and cha man-
Quallity is shatteped. As sheey batehe it out o thse grass-
lard bfore me, 1 can’ belp bae chink chis scemingly
playhul skimmish represents, in izs cwn way, the con-
flict for Madegasear’s furure. @
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